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Registration: https://ncsu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMsdeGorD4uGdeJxytAU-5p3ibsVVJApW-l  
 

Hosts: 
 Gina Fernandez (Small Fruits Breeder, Extension Specialist, Distinguished Professor) 

 Hamid Ashrafi (Blueberry Breeder, Assistant Professor) 
 Mark Hoffmann (Small Fruits Extension Specialist, Assistant Professor) 

 
 
 

State Reports due OCT 23, 2020, 5:00 PM EDT. Please send state reports to 
mark.hoffmann@ncsu.edu AND rhhassan@ncsu.edu. 

 
 
Agenda (overview): 
 
Day1, Tuesday, Oct 27, 2020 
11:00AM – 2:30PM EDT: State reports session 1 
3:00PM – 5:00PM EDT:  NCCC 212 business meeting 
7:00PM - 8:30PM EDT:  NC State research highlights, social hour and breakout groups 
 
Day 2, Wednesday, Oct 28, 2020 
11:00AM – 1:00PM EDT:  Small Fruits Crops Germplasm Committee (Chair: Kim Lewers) 
1:00PM – 3:00PM EDT:  State reports session 2 
3:00PM – 5:00PM EDT:  Breakout groups (determine during the state report sessions) 
5:00PM - 6:30PM EDT:  First NCCC 212 student and industry mixer 
 
  

HIGHLIGHTS: 

 No registration fees 

 Student mixer 

 Online access to state reports, recordings and minutes 

 Multiple breakout sessions 

 More hours on zoom than anyone wants to handle 
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Agenda (full): 

Tuesday, Oct 27, 2020: 

 
11:00 AM  - 2:30 PM EDT (10-1:30 Central; 9-12:30 Mountain; 8-11:30 Pacific): State Reports Session 1 
Zoom link will be provided after registration. 

 
      11:00 AM –11:10 AM:  Introduction 
      11:10 AM – 11:25 AM:  Tom Bewick (USDA): Updates on the USDA-SCRI program 
      11:25 AM – 11:30 AM:  In memoriam of Chad Finn (lead: Gina Fernandez) 
      11:30 AM – 12:30 PM: State reports (7 min Presentation per state, 3 min Discussion) 
      12:30 PM – 12:45 PM:  Break 
      12:45 PM – 2:15 PM:  State reports (7 min Presentation per state, 3 min Discussion) 
      2:15 PM– 2:30 PM:   Set up breakout groups for Social Hour 

Short power-point presentations are encouraged but not required. We leave that up to you. If you are 
planning to have a powerpoint presentation, please let us know latest by Mon, Oct. 26, 2020 

 
3:00 PM – 5:00 PM EDT (2-4 Central; 1-3 Mountain; 12-2 Pacific): NCCC-212 Business Meeting 
Zoom: https://ncsu.zoom.us/j/98714217457?pwd=Tmk5dktES09xejk3K3AxQ0xWK21VUT09  

The agenda will be shared at or prior to the meeting. Suggested discussion topics: Extension 
objective; PostCOVID-19; Food Safety; NCCC 212 comprehensive email-list etc.  

 
7:00 PM  - 8:30 PM EDT (6-7:30 Central; 5-6:30 Mountain; 4-5:30 Pacific): NCCC-212 Social Hour  
Zoom: https://ncsu.zoom.us/j/97057338031?pwd=SmVZdEFYN1lkdlZvL0FEWDZLTm1jZz09  
 

       7:00-7:20 PM:    
 The NC State strawberry nursery/PIP SREP initiative;  
 The NC State VacCAP breeding project;  
 The NC State (Cornell/UArk/BCBerry/USDA) Caneberry Pairwise project. 

       7:20-8:30 PM:  Fun breakout sessions: Game-Groups; The Gin and Tonic Group; 
       7:20-8:30 PM:  Professional breakout sessions: possible groups: Viticulture; Neo-P 

Disease Group; Breeding; Caneberry Group; Strawberry Group; Blueberry Group; Other 
Fruit Crops; groups will be determined during the State Report Session (determined 
through a small survey at the end of the state report session). 
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Wednesday, Oct 28, 2020: 

  
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM EDT (10-12 Central; 9-11 Mountain; 8-10 Pacific): Small Fruits Crops Germplasm 
Committee (Chair: Kim Lewers, USDA) 
Zoom: https://ncsu.zoom.us/j/99593937973?pwd=S2NsT1pRc2FWRFdDb3J3RXV5Y1lYdz09  
 
The agenda will be shared at or prior to the meeting. 
 
 
1 pm - 3 pm EDT (12-2 Central; 11-1 Mountain; 10-12 Pacific): State Reports Session 2 
Zoom: https://ncsu.zoom.us/j/93722770127?pwd=NFo1cWtQZG5FajJob1JodS9UOHZ2Zz09  

 1:00 PM-2:40 PM:  State reports (7 min Presentation per state, 3 min Discussion) 
 2:40 PM- 2:50 PM:   Determine additional breakout sessions  
 2:50 PM- 3:00 PM:   Reminder of Student/PI mixer in the evening. Adjourn 

3:15 PM – 5:00 PM EDT (2-4 Central; 1-3 Mountain; 12-2 Pacific): NCCC 212 Breakout Session 2  

TBD if needed 

  
5:00 PM – 6:20 PM EDT (4-5:20 Central, 3-4:20 Mountain; 2-3:20 Pacific): NCCC 212 Student and Post-
Doc Mixer.  
Zoom: https://ncsu.zoom.us/j/91994623882?pwd=WmFLMXl2akVFVlU2MU8xOE53b0xBUT09  
 
Hosts:  
Chris Gunter (Graduate Student Advisor, Dept. of Horticultural Science) 
Gina Fernandez (Professor, Dept. of Horticultural Science) 
Mark Hoffmann (Ass. Professor, Dept. of Horticultural Science) 

 5:00-5: 15 PM:  Introduction and voices from Academia on early career 
professionals 

 5:15-5: 35 PM:   Voices from industry on an early career professionals   
 5:35-5: 40 PM:  Applying for jobs? Graduate Student Perspective  
 5:40-6: 00 PM:  Open positions in academia and industry 
 6:00-6: 20PM:  Q+A and exchange of contact information 

Please invite graduate students and post-docs and selected undergraduates to the table. 
 
 
We are looking forward to seeing you all Oct 27 and 28, virtually at NC State University. 
Gina, Hamid, and Mark 


